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PRESTON PAPERS 



(From the originals in the Virginia State Library) 



(Continued) 



Col. William Preston to the Field Officers, 
Aug. 24, 1782. 
Sir 

The act of Assembly for recruiting this States Quota of 
Men just came to hand In consequence of which I have ap- 
pointed all the late Officers Lt Captain or the commanding 
Officers of Companies to meet at the Court House of this 
County on Monday the 15 th day of September that the said 
act may be put immediately into Execution. You are hereby 
required to attend with a fair and just list of your whole 
Company from sixteen years of age to fifty, making a Dis- 
tinction of such as are under eighteen years. 
You are to give your company notice that they are to be laid 
of in Classes or Districts of fifteen men each, that such as 
have any Infirmities of Body and are not exempted may at- 
tend a Court Martial who will meet at that time & for that, 
as well as other purposes. 

You are also to make return of what Beeves & cloaths your 
company hath furnished under a late act of assembly, which 
must by no means be omitted; as has been hitherto the case 
altho often required. You are likewise Required to bring 
with you a list of all the men your Company has furnished for 
the Army either by Draught or Enlistment Since the Spring 
of the Year 1777. If you do not of your own Knowledge 
know the number of men or their names you will take the best 
information you can get in the Company, not omitting such 
as deserted. 
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You will please to observe that there is a fine of £20 on 
each Officer who fails to appear as above directed, to be re- 
covered by Information to the Court in a Summary Way But 
I hope a sense of our Duty to the Country will induce every 
Officer to attend with cheerfulness, and give all the Assistance 
we can to carry this necessary act into Execution. 
I am Sir your humble Serv* 
W m Preston 
Copy of a Letter to the field Officers Aug 4 24 th 1782 
[Endorsement] 



Circular. 

War Office Nov. 8 th 82 
Sir 

His Excellency the Governor in Council has directed me to 
apply to the Several county Lieutenants & recruiting Officers 
for an immediate Return of what money they have received & 
what men have been recruited. 

I must therefore beg the favor of you to furnish me with this 
return as soon as possible. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully 
Your most obed. Servant 
William Davies 
Montgomery 

[Addressed] County Lieutenant — Montgomery 
[Endorsement] Answered & a return made 19 th Dec. 1.782 



Walter Crockett to William Preston. 

Fort Chiswell 1 Nov' 9 th 1782. 
Sir 

The Officers and Men that were ordered out on the Tour to 



1 Fort Chiswell, between the present Wytheville and New River, 
was built by Col. William Byrd (3rd) and named for Col. John 
Chiswell. The latter was the chief owner of the lead mines nearby, 
which furnished large supplies to Virginia during the Revolution 
and the Confederacy. 
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Clinch have all returned Home again, and say that there were 
but ten or twelve that met at the place appointed & many of 
them without Arms, all the others that were ordered never 
moved from Home. The principal reasons that they render 
for their not proceeding is that there was no Salt & that they 
would not go there to live three weeks on fresh Provision. 
I would thank you for your advice in the matter, as I am at a 
loss to know how to proceed therein. 

This Bearer Henry Kiesler will be the only speedy hand. 
to bring anything you write on the subject — 
I am Sir your Mo. Obedient 
& very Hble Servant 

Walter Crockett 

P. S. Kiesler will also carry a bushell of Salt if there be 
any for the use of the Men — 
[Address] To Colo. William Preston 
Walter Crockett — Public Service 
[Endorsement] Walter Crockett to Col. Preston 9 Nov. 1782 



Col. William Preston to a Collector, Nov. 12, 1782. 

Montgomery S. C. T. 

Whereas by a Return made this Day by John Charlton, 
Collector of 45 th Division of Militia of this County, it appears 
that several have failed to pay their proportion of a Tax im- 
posed by a late act of assembly for the purpose of recruiting 
this States Quota of Troops to serve in the Continental Army. 
You are hereby authorized and required to collect by Distress 
& Sale of their Property, as in the case of Parish and County 
Leevies the following Sum annexed to each Persons name that 
is to say from Lottin Romaine 1/3, Benjamin Donathan 1/3 
William Lawson 2/6 & John Wylie 1/6 ; & return the same to 
me on or before the 20 th of November this Instant & this shall 
be your Warrant for so doing. 
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Given under my hand this 12 th day of Nov r 1782 

W m Preston 
To the Collector to Execute 
& make Return 

[Endorsement] Charltons return of his Collection 

P" 



George Peary to Col. William Preston, Dec. 17, 1782. 

Sir 

I have sent by the bearer W m Kavanaugh the District money 
for Aplegate & Langley & as for Arain Dooley, Charles Cid- 
well, John G. Runion & Thomas Stanton They are not in this 
County nor hant bin sence Last Spring & I understand all but 
Runian had thire famleys in Bedford County & was Trying to 
Shift Duty when they were hear So I can do no more & I 
shall humbly thank you for a Clearance for this Part of Duty 

I am Sir your Humble Ser* 
Geo. Peary 
De° ,er the 17 th 1782 
To Col W m Preston 
[Endorsement] Geo. Pearys' 
ab* Collection 
1782 



Col. William Preston to Col. Davies. 

Montgomery Dec' 19 th 1782 
Sir 

Yours of the 8 th of November came to hand the 
25 th of that month while I was on a Journey to Botetourt 
where I was necessarily detained two weeks, and not finding 
any conveyance from there, nor since I returned till this day 
by M r Granville Smith I therefore could not make the re- 
turn you requested. 
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Enclosed you have Lieut. Rhea's 2 receipt for £95 — 18 — 4. 
Since the date thereof I have rec'd which I have by 

me. I cannot say what success Mr. Rhea has had in recruit- 
ing since the 6 th of November last when we parted. Before 
that I know he was very industrious in the business but with- 
out success. — A few days ago I enlisted one man and sent him 
to Mr. Rhea in Washington. I paid him forty Dollars & he 
lodged thirty of them. With me untill he would be on his 
march, down by way of security that he would not desert. 

Several of the Collectors have been deficient in making their 
returns and I have given them Notice that I shall move the 
Court for a Judgment against them; but as will probably be 
no Court before march I dont think it will be in my power 
to close this very troublesome business before then, — In the 
meantime I shall urge them to a settlement all I can. 
I am, with great esteem, Sir your most Ob 1 
& very h ble Serv* 

W m Preston 
Col° Davies 



Col. William Preston to the Governor. 

Montgomery Dec 20 th 1782 
Sir 

The Court of this County have directed me to lay the en- 
closed recomendation before your Excellency that the several 
Persons mentioned therein may be added to the Commission 
of the Peace for this County. 

If your Excellency will be pleased to order the Commissions 
to be made out the bearer Mr. Granville Smith will forward 

2 This was Matthew Rhea, Lieutenant and Quartermaster. He 
was regimental quartermaster 7th Va. Regiment, June 15, 1777, 
2d Lieutenant, Sept. 9, 1778, transferred to Sth Va., Sept. 14, 1778, 
1st Lt. July 4, 1779, transferred to 7th Va. Feb. 12, 1781, and served 
to the end of the war. 

John Rhea, was ensign 7th Va., Jan. 16, 1777, discharged Nov. 
1777 and died May 27, 1832. Jesse Rhea, Joseph Rhea, Robert Rhea, 
David Rhea, and Philips Rhea also served in the Revolution from 
Virginia. 
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it to me by a safe conveyance. This will really oblige the 
County as one or two Justices have removed since the recom- 
mendation was made, exclusive of those mentioned therein. 
I am your Excellenceys most obed' 
h«"« Serv' 
The Governor — W m Preston 



List of the Fines Received for the Bounty of Soldiers. 

List of the Fines rec'd for the Bounty of Soldiers before 
the 20 th of Dec r 1782 with the names of the Collectors & No. 
of each Division. 



No. 


£ 






1 John Adams 


4 


13 


3/2 


2 Joseph White 


5 


IO 


*V* 


3 John Miller 


3 


7 


10 


4 James Newell 


3 


9 


6y 2 


5 Saml Ewing Sen r 


1 


H 





6 George Duff 


2 





6 


7 Philip Cannady 








8 Robert Love 


2 


16 


IV* 


9 James White 


4 


12 


1% 


10 John Bustard 


2 


17 


3 


11 Flower Swift 








12 Benjamin Hartgrove 








13 Nathan Ward 








14 John Bedsolt 








15 Jacob Eliott 








16 James M c Donald 




14 


3 


17 William Harraldson 




6 




18 George Reives 








19 Jacob Stamper 








20 Charles Morgan 


2 


9 


6 


21 James Wade 








22 Joseph Glover 




7 


9 


23 Moses Johnson 
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24 Daniel Keith J r 


2 


IS 


9 


25 Enoch Osburn 




10 


9 


26 Edmund Wood 


1 


IS 


7 


27 Robert Buchanan 


4 


16 


1 


28 Robert Davis 


6 


3 


4 


29 William Campbell 


4 


7 


1 


30 Henry Patton 


5 


3 


11 


31 Alex' Mares 


5 


11 


10 


32 Daniel How 


4 


16 


10 


33 Andrew Crockett 


4 


6 


9 


36 John Thompson Sayers 


6 


5 


11 


37 Frederick Edwards 


5 


15 


3 


38 William Hays 


2 


5 


10 


39 George M'Cown 


7 


13 


7Yz 


40 David Doak 








41 Philip Barrier 


7 


12 


5 


42 John Ward 








43 William Love 


2 


14 




44 Spencer Rice 


1 


5 


8 


45 William Davis 


4 


9 


10 


46 Ezekiel Young 


1 


17 


3 


47 Richard Wynatt 


2 


2 


10 


48 Thomas Peery 


3 


5 


9 


49 Thomas Burk 


3 


8 


2 


50 John Hayes 


1 


16 


8 


51 Edmund Vancill 


2 


9 


7 


52 Israel Lorton 


3 


6 


5 


53 Joseph Polley 


2 


4 


5 


54 Daniel Witcher 


1 


12 


1/2 


56 Hercules Ogill 


1 


15 


10 


57 Benjamin Baily 




19 


3K* 


58 William Doak 


3 


I 


8 


59 Isaac Petterson 


2 


4 


i# 


60 Jeremiah Pate 


2 


6 


8 


61 Isaac Stephens 


3 


3 


7 


62 James Byrns 


4 


4 


5 


63 James Maxwell 


2 


13 


6 


64 Robert Davis 


7 


2 


11 
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65 Alex' Neily 








66 William Bobbit 


7 


18 




67 Saml Tinley 


1 


16 


7 


68 Aron Collier 


1 


10 


1 


69 Christian Saidon 


2 


9 


1 


70 Joseph Mares 


3 


9 


6 


71 William Kavenaugh 


3 


6 


9 


72 Samuel Ewing 


2 


15 


3 


73 Adam Wall 


4 


8 




74 James Moore 








75 Charles Carter 








76 George Pearis 


2 


17 


8 


77 Joshua Richardson 


1 


17 


8 


78 Stephen Sanders 
& 
Alex r Neeley 








8 





IO ; 


79 William Davidson 








80 John Chapman 


1 


11 


7 


81 William M c farland 


1 


10 


1 
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List of sums pd. by Collectors 

(Endorsement] 

Letters to the Governour & Col Davis Dec 19 th 1782 about 
the Collection & a memo Commissions — 

(To be continued) 



